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Chairman must

lands Council will hold a meeting,

ﬂ.m.JEm Thursday the New Jersey High-

On the agenda is whether the coun-

cil’s committegs — the groups of individ-

ual members who meet fo discuss and
recommend specific policy
proposals — will meef in
public or in private. The
council should make those
commitiee hearings public,
‘especially considering the
record of its chairman, .
John Weingart.
The significance of the
. comneil’s work, and the
authority it possesses, can-
 ‘not be overstated. The mwmwwmbmm statute
that was rammed through the Legisla-
ture last year gives t6 an unelected body
of 15 people effective'control over the -
planning and zoning decisions for about
one sixth of the state’s Jand mass and 1
million New Jersey residents: For North
Jersey families, the lawthreatens'to
destroy the value of land, dramatically
increase property taxes and mindermine:
the anthority of hundreds of elécted rep-
resentatives from Somerset to Bergen. .

JAY .
WEBBER

"‘With a law like thaf, one wonld, mwumnﬁ.

.that the governing'body.in-which:so
much power resides wotlk smgmb%
. open ifs entire decision- E&ﬁ.mm PrOCES

- tofull public view, But somé on the coun: | B

" eil, including Weingart; do'hot want to

-allow piblic monmmw t5'the: namunm,m com
" mittes hearings.. :
- "he believes “there

- Onthe Smﬁﬁ% sues egardin
m@ﬁms% there nmbmoﬁ T

R ment as chairman of the nogom &mnow- )

" srehip rights of small-propérty owners.

. regulate, Weingart hasplaced foo Eﬁow
reliance on the role of unelected adminis-

. ~assistant commissioner of the Depart-

* the development of the DEP’s riileson

“stream ared development. His tentire was

‘ex; Weirigart issued Em&mﬁ,gm that
...mmmumm wetland ,wmm,mw areas'inexcess o

ensure pu

public office. By all accounts he is a gen-
tleman whose integrity is unquestioned.
But over his decadesdong careerasa
bureaucrat, Weingart’s actions indicate
that he holds a point of view toward gov-
ernment power that makes his appoint-

certing. . :
Inthe past, when given the waémw to-

{rators, and not'enough trust in the slect-
ed representatives of the people;or even
the people themselves. In the Highlands -
Council, Weingart has hitthe mother .
" lode of regulatory authority, and for that
reason especially, the council’s actions —
all of the council’s mo.mo.bm -~ deserve pub-
Hc scrutiny. ;
In the late 1980s mzm early 1990s, as the Smﬁmmi” to mmSﬁ the bwowomma wmm&m.,
- . tions exceeded the nmmmw Eﬂmﬁ of Em }
ment of Environmental Protection for ‘.mmmwwsm statutes. " . . .
regulation, Weingart was responsible for .’ To top it off, Weingart Eﬁmmsmamm
~ T pules'that ‘prohibited small residential:
7 docks mdﬁ being built mbﬁqwmwm a nwmm.b
lived —even if the area was ‘one in s&:&
. ‘umoEm did not harvest clams.. .
Weingarf's. Jove' ‘of Eowmme msm Hﬁm
. ncﬁ.mm.uaumﬁm &mmmﬁ mow cuoumwg i
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Lo:n ém_smmn. ‘chairman of the The New
“Jersey Highlands. ooznﬂm E‘mm.nmm overa:;

Bmmznm 5 Umnownumq moo& :

wetlands, ﬁmﬁmwm.oﬁ. coastal area and -

remarkable for its:disregard of the own-

. FOF example, asasgistant noﬁﬁ_mmﬁg
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all of the members look forward to work-

‘Ing with the residents and officials of the

Highlands to create a plan that will be of

. dmwmmm to the region.”

The chairman’s position has changed
mewmmﬁnmw% however, Could if be that
the public participation about which

‘Weingart theorized is now in conflict
‘with the mﬁﬁoﬁ@ he seeks to. mwmwﬁmm in

ﬁwmoﬁnmo o
Last September, as .wo< James B,

MecGreevey announced he was wmmsﬁam

Weingart council chairman, the governor
stated: that the goal of the council was fo

“gehieve that delicate balanee between
environmental protection and smart
cgrowth.” But on Jan. 27,2005, behind

closed doors and.in the company of a
friendly group of Sierra Club members,

- Weingart.said the Highlands law isnof
: ~about balancing preservation with wmow
er-developmént, wﬁ mdo& wwmmmﬁmﬁoﬁ

aldne.

..~ “I wish he would say that at the coun- |
-cil meetings!” gushed a fellow traveler
,Sg was at the Emmﬁbm :

mo do. H .
cecord’ &. wsm.mmﬁnwmﬂn over- |
ﬂmmow ﬁmﬁmmﬁ is not’ ‘the'man who ~

mw d HEEEm the mHmEmnmm OQE




